The Dynamic Chrsitian Life
Devoted to fellowship

introduction

A. Last week, we began to take a look at the dynamic nature of the first century Christians. As I pointed out then, the word “dynamic” means vibrant, energetic, full of life and zeal. It is the opposite of static, which means stationary, going nowhere. Comes from the Gk. word dunamis, which means power (the word we get dynamite from ). Note it’s use in the following verses:
1. 2 Tim 1.7 – Spirit of power

2. 2 Tim 3.5 – Godliness w/o power

B. Perhaps in a future lesson we will look at the source of this power, but what I want to look at currently is what characterized their dynamic lives

1. Last week we began to look at this, using Acts 2.42 as our basis. It describes the dynamic personality of the first century church. Often, when churches first begin, they are full of life. There’s the excitement of starting something new, the freshness, the youthful vigor. But then often over time, maybe over a period of may years, decades or even a generation, the dynamite loses it power. That is, their vibrant, energetic enthusiasm begins to wane. We see this even in some churches of the first century, such as Ephesus, who, by the time Revelation was written, had lost their first love. This occurs not only to churches as a whole, but to individual Christians.

C. But overall the church of the first century retained its dynamic personality at least through a generation, as we learn in the book of Acts. By going back to the early stages of the church, back to the first-century, we can see what characterized them, with the goal to emulate that character -- not merely in outward forms, but in this deeper, more important characteristic of power, for it is possible to have the outward form without the power (2 Tim 3.5).. 
D. With that in mind, let’s go back to Acts 2.42,  there at the very beginning. Here we see the Christians described as “fully devoted”, particularly to four things: “the apostles’ teachings and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer”. 

1. This week I’d like to focus o the second thing it says they were devoted to: Fellowship. The dynamic Christian is fully devoted to fellowship.

II. What is fellowship?

A. Just what is this fellowship and how does it relate to the dynamic character of the early church?

1. The word itself simply means “Sharing”

2. The Greek word here is koinonia, from koinonos, which comes from koinos. This word group refers to the idea of having in common, sharing, participating together, partnership.

3. Anyone can have fellowship with anyone else. Kittle describes it as “to share with someone in something”. It is as simple as that.

a) We can share in business – Lk 5.10 (Peter, Andrew, James and John)

b) We can all, as human beings, share in our humanity – Heb 2.14
c) We can share in the sins of others -- 1 Tim 5:22; Eph 5.11
d) Or just share in common, ordinary things of life, say, in a hockey game. We jointly participate in an action with the same goal and motives. To have fun, recreate, win. But we certainly do not share the kind of fellowship with in such things as we do with on another in the kingdom of God. Biblical fellowship goes deeper than that.


B. Biblical fellowship has several characteristics:

1. An interdependent relationship – requires more than one person.
a) “Joint participation toward a common goal”

b) Common actions, common motives, common goal.

c) But, even the world shares that.


2. Requires an inner, spiritual unity.

a) Biblical fellowship, that is, the fellowship we share in Christ, goes deeper than the kind of fellowship we have in business or work, in sports or play or simply in being fellow human beings. Our fellowship is based on that which we share in Christ

b) It’s the fellowship of Jesus Christ that we share -- 1 Cor 1.9
c) And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit – 2 Cor 13.14
d) Fellowship with the Father – 1 Jn 1.3,7
e) Fellowship in the Gospel  – Phil 1.5
f) A fellowship of salvation – Jude 3
g) In all this, there is an inner relationship of the spirit, an eternal relationship, a relationship of heavenly things that goes far deeper that anything we might share with those in the world, and is based on our fellowship with God.


3. Expressed in outward actions
a) There is an abstract, intangible kind of fellowship
(1) We can be miles apart and have fellowship. The entire body of Christ has communion in the Lord’s supper (there is action here though). We have fellowship with people we will never meet on this earth – with the entire body of Christ. We share our common bond of salvation, of brotherhood, of being fellow-children of God, etc. Before we have done anything together, we have shared deeply in something.
b) But generally, fellowship is a concrete tangible, physical thing in the sense that it requires joint action
(1) E.g. koinanea  is translated as “contribution, distributing, participation.” – Rom 12.13; 15.26-27; Phil 4.13
(a) Christians helping each other in their needs – Acts 2.44-45; 4.32
(2) E.g. Fellowship in the local church

(a) Our Bible classes, worship (1 Cor 10.16-20), benevolence (2 Cor 8.4) evangelistic and outreach efforts (Gal 2.9; Philm 6 – NIV), greeting one another before and after church.

(3) Showing sympathy and sharing in the suffering of others – Heb 10.33-34

4. Actions with a spiritual focus and purpose

a) As we noticed above, even normal, common physical endeavors can be a form of “fellowship” (business partners). But the fellowship we have in Christ seems to be a deeper thing not only because of its basis (our fellowship in Christ), but in terms of how it is oriented and what its purpose is.


b) E.g. Sharing of money – Rom 15.26-27 (Gk. koinonos) -- Paul calls this "material" here in the sense of physical, earthly. Yet it is fellowship, sharing (cf. 2 Cor 8.4, same word) in a spiritual event.
(1) Here we see that something as earthly and physical and worldly as money can be the means through which we enjoy what is really a spiritual fellowship. It is was their common bond in the Lord that brought about the sharing in this earthly thing.

c) E.g. Eating together
(1) Eating together for the first century Christians was an important part of their “one another” relationship, of their fellowship. 
(2) Act 2.46 -- “meals together” (metalambano)  -- “1) to be or to be made a partner. 2) to partake of, to take [some] food” Thayer); “to participate; genitive case to accept (and use): KJV-eat, have, be partaker, receive, take.” (Strong)

(a) Meta is the root word for metachos, which is used for example in Lk 5.7 for the word “partners”. It is a synonym to koinos or koinonos (vs.10) (see also 1 Cor 10.15,17 for synonymous use of koinanea (vs.15) and metecho (vs.17))
(b) The word suggests a  form of fellowship: Cf. Heb 12.10 – “share his holiness” (the same Greek word)

(3) Now, not all eating together is the kind of fellowship we are talking about, the deep fellowship of Christ. It seems that the word “fellowship” has come to be used simply for any eating together, having a fun time together, watching a football game, going fishing together, etc. But those things are not necessarily the kind of fellowship the Bible talks about. 

(4) Biblical fellowship goes deeper, however, it has to do with doing things together in the name of Christ, sharing our common faith and relationship as God’s children.

(5) This is why I prefer to call our “potlucks”, fellowship meals. Let’s remove the idea of the luck from it. Let’s even take the focus off the “pot”, and put it where it belongs – on the fellowship we have with one another in Christ. Ideally I would like to see our fellowship meals truly become a deep sharing of our spiritual bond in Christ, perhaps by focusing at least a portion of the time on spiritual matters

(a) Let me illustrate it this way. The Lord’s supper is fellowship, communion in Christ. Why? What sets it apart from other meals? Is it not the focus of it? The purpose of it? What gives it its spiritual nature is the purpose and focus.
(b) But could not a “common” meal between Christians be made similarly spiritual by giving it a spiritual focus and purpose? Wouldn’t that change the way we go about it, the focus of the conversation, the attitude we have and maybe even the amount we eat? 
(6) I’m not suggesting we be forced to talk only about spiritual things, but perhaps we have a time while we are eating together in which we have a little devotional, or that the discussion does focus on spiritual things and we do this all together.

(7) Sure, we fill our bellies in the process. But think about this, Col 3.17 – “Whatever you do, in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord”. If, when we eat together, we do it in God’s name, to glorify him, to honor him by honoring one another, by focusing on the fellowship rather than the meal aspect, won’t that give a whole new meaning to our meals?

III. Why is fellowship so important?

A. Source of strength and encouragement
1. No man’s an island. If we isolate ourselves from one another, we will grow weak -- Prov 27.17; Eccl 4.9-11

2. Without regular, close and intimate fellowship, we are spiritually vulnerable to Satan’s attacks.

3. When we neglect an opportunity for fellowship, we are weakened, but so are those who we could have had fellowship with.
4. Heb 10.23-26 – Stimulated to love and good deeds

a) It is in our fellowship, our assembling together, that we give and receive encouragement to show love and do good, to hold fast our confession.
b) It is so important that here we see it is a command of God. Verse 26 is not disconnected from it. To willfully forsake our assembling together is a sin. But more importantly, it is to our own detriment and the detriment of the church.
c) I know we cannot bind every single gathering of the local church. But put this verse together with our theme verse this morning – Acts 2.42. The dynamic church of Acts 2 “continually devoted” themselves to fellowship. The Christians spoken of here in Hebrews were habitually forsaking their fellowship. Thus, as we saw last week, they were “dull of hearing and in need of milk and not food”. We also know they were shrinking back, slipping away, becoming hardened in their hearts. There’s a direct connection in that to their forsaking fellowship.
d) In every local church there are some Christians who are at every assembly, every Bible study, every event the church holds – or nearly so -- while there are others that only attend Sunday morning worship and often are sporadic or late even at that. There are some who are “continually devoted” to fellowship and others who only dabble in fellowship. I’d like to say two things about that:

(1) It’s not about how much time we have. I can guarantee you that those who are at every service are every bit as busy as those who are not. So it has little or nothing to do with a person’s time. Rather, it is a matter of priorities.
(2) Secondly, the one who is continually devoted to fellowship is continually fortified and strengthened in their faith, growing in knowledge and Christ-likeness, keeping that passion alive, living the dynamic life. While the one who is not so continually devoted is almost certainly like the Hebrew Christians here who were described over and over again in this book as on the edge of falling away altogether. They are not getting the nourishment they need from the word of God. They are not getting the encouragement and inspiration and stimulation they need from their fellow saints. Nor are they giving any.

B. Means of personal growth -- Eph 4.11-16

1. Just as we discussed last week as we talked about the vital importance of regular Bible study. Actually, fellowship and Bible study are so closely tied together that they are a couplet in Acts 2.42 – “Apostles teaching and fellowship; breaking of bread and prayer; Notice the one “and” – two things and two things. 

C. Essential to the functioning and growth of the church

1. Every member is needed -- Ep 4:15-16; 1 Co 12:14-19
2. A very large and vital part of the functioning of the local church is its assemblies – might call these are “fellowship gatherings”, for that is what they are.. But if a single member is absent from a single assembly or fellowship gathering, then the church’s functioning is hindered and its growth is hindered.

3. A church exists for the sake of fellowship. Its assemblies are not full measure of its fellowship, for sure, but they are a large measure of it. We gather together in order to experience fellowship and enjoy its benefits.
4. I know that everyone’s personal circumstance is different. But I also know that many Christians could do much more than they are, but they simply are not interested. Fellowship (and all the blessings of it) is not a priority. God knows our heart. He knows if we are truly seeking him first or not.


IV. Conclusion

A. There are many other reasons fellowship is important, but time doesn’t allow me to discuss them all.

B. If we wish to be dynamic Christians, like those in Acts 2, we need to be continually devoted to fellowship. Not simply dabbling in occasional fellowship, but rather letting it surround and fill our lives.

C. Biblical fellowship consists of an interdependent relationship, an inner unity, a outward action, and a spiritual focus and purpose.
D. It is vital to living the dynamic Christian life – to our strength and encouragement, our personal spiritual growth and the functioning and growth of the church. Let us continually devote ourselves to it.
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