The Da Vinci Code and the new Gnosticism (II)


introduction

A. Last week we took a break from our series on Faithfulness because I wanted to spend a few weeks dealing with the book The Da Vinci Code. Due to the current popularity of this book and the effect it is having on so many people in raising doubts about the credibility of the Bible, I felt it there was a need to spend some time on this and the related subject of the New Gnosticism that is becoming so popular today.
1. Last week we simply introduced the book and presented the incredible charges it makes about the Bible and about the true nature of original Christianity.

2. For those of you who were not here last week, I urge you to take a copy of the tapes. But let me just review quickly some of the claims of this book:

a) Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married and had a child.

b) That the historical proof of this is beyond dispute.

c) That this information and the bloodline of Jesus (her descendents) together form the “Holy Grail”

d) That the RCC hid this from the world, along with the fact that Jesus was not divine, but that was a myth created by Constantine.

e) And that the Gnostic Gospels are the true record of Christianity. 

B. Let me now continue with the story and deal this morning with some of these main charges, esp. regarding Jesus and Mary Madgalene.

1. When Teabing reveals to Sophie the picture of the Last Supper and helps her to realize the person to the right of Jesus is not the apostle John but rather Mary Magdalene, her immediate shock is expressed with the words, “The prostitute?”

2. Teabing is hurt, responding, “Magdalene was no such thing. That unfortunate misconception is the legacy of a smear campaign launched by the early Church. The Church needed to defame Mary Magdalene in order to cover up her dangerous secret – her roles as the Holy Grail.” (pg.244)

3. Sophie says, “Her role?”

4. “As I mentioned,” Teaabing clarified, “the early Church needed to convince the world that the mortal prophet Jesus was a divine being. Therefore, any gospels that described earthly aspects of Jesus’ life had to be omitted from the Bible. Unfortunately for the early editors, one particularly troubling earthly theme kept recurring in the gospels. Mary Magdalene.” He paused. “More specifically, her marriage to Jesus Christ.”

5. Sophie is more shocked. “I beg your pardon?” she returns.

6. “It’s a matter of historical record,” Teabing said, “and Da Vinci was certainly aware of that fact. The Last Supper practically shouts at the viewer that Jesus and Magdalene were a pair.”

7. He then pulls out The Gnositc Gospels which he appeals to for the main, direct proof that Jesus and Mary were married.

C. So we will examine these to see. But first, let’s just ask…


II. Who was Mary Magdalene?

A. She’s always possessed a certain mystique

1. In the 1960s she was a key figure in musicals about Jesus, such as  Godspell, Jesus Christ Superstar and The Last Temptation of Christ, which all delve into Mary and a relationship she supposedly had with Jesus.

2. Part of the reason: So little data about her. So folks want to round out the picture with speculation. But Teabing’s suggestion that the Bible contains a recurring troubling theme of a marriage between Mary and Jesus is utterly absurd, even if you take into account the Gnostic Gospels.
3. There are a number of books now out that claim to be serious attempts to prove such a relationship – mainly those mentioned in Da Vinci:

a) Holy Blood, Holy Grail
b) The Woman with the Alabaster Jar: Mary Magdalen and the Holy Grail (Margaret Starbird)
4. But first let’s first take a look at the what the Bible teaches.

B. The Bible:

1. Can get a little confusing, because there are seven “Mary’s” in the Bible

a) Mary the mother of Jesus (Lk 1.3—31)

b) Mary of Bethany, sister of Martha and Lazarus (Jn 11.1; Lk 10.38)

c) Mary the mother of James, not the Lord’s brother (Mt 27.56)

d) Mary the wife of Clopas (Jn 19.25)

e) Mary the mother of John Mark (Acts 12.12)

f) One unidentified Mary (Rom 16.6)

g) Mary Magdalene (from Magdala)(Lk 8.2).


2. Notice that nearly all are connected with a male, except for Mary Magdalene. This was common Jewish practice at the time. When naming a female, they connected her to some male as part of the patriarchal cultural practice. 

a) This Mary, however, is connected to where she was from, Magdala, which was probably modern-day Migdal, located near the Sea of Galilee.


3. A Common Confusion of three women:

a) Luke’s “sinful woman” (ch.7), Mary Magdalene (Lk 8) and Mary of Bethany (Jn 12)

b) One thing Teabing is correct about, Mary Magdalene was not a prostitute, at least as far as we know. But his claim that there was a purposeful smear campaign launched by the church (RCC) to defame Mary in order to cover up her dangerous secret is just absurd. 

c) Truth of how people began to confuse Mary Magdalene with the sinful woman:

(1) The Bible almost seems to connect the two (almost):

(a) Sinful woman who wet Jesus’ feet – Lk 7.36-50
(b) Followed immediately by the mention of Mary Magdalene “from whom seven demons had gone out” – Lk 8.1-3
(c) “Mary” (of Bethany) also wet Jesus’ feet – Jn 12.3
(i) She is neither the sinful woman or Mary Mag.,  but Mary the sister of Martha, by -- Jn 11.12 

d) The confusion arose when Pope Gregory I of the 6th Century, probably innocently, confused all 3 as one person. There is no evidence that these three different people were the same person.


C. What do we know about Mary?

1. From Magdala; Seven demons cast out

2. One of several woman who traveled with and supported Jesus and His disciples (Lk 8.1-3; Mk 15.41) -- so much for the Bible being so “male-dominated” btw. 

3. Probably not married, since not connected to any male like the rest.

4. Present at the cross along with the other women who traveled with Jesus – Mt 27.55-56; Mk 15.40-41; Jn 19.25

5. Along with other women, went to the tomb when they buried Jesus – Mt 27.61; Mk 15.47

6. Along with other women, went back to the tomb first thing Sunday a.m. – Mt 28.1; Mk 16.1

7. Jesus appeared to her and the other women after the angel told them to go tell the disciples Jesus was alive – Mt 28.1-7; Lk 24.10-11
a) Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene – Mk 16.9
(1) She went first and reported it to the disciples, as Jesus told her. So she obviously had separated from the other women, Jesus appeared to her then the others, then she went and reported it, followed shortly by the others.

b) John’s gospel confirms this -- Jn 20.11-18
(1) This is the only place in the Bible where we see Jesus and Mary Magdalene alone. She was “clinging to him” and he told her to let go. While such behavior was unusual in Jewish culture and would be frowned upon, it was not unusual for women to feel so free with Jesus or for Jesus to accept such and to go against the culture (Lk 7; Jn 12.1-3; Mt 9.20; Jn 4).

(a) Consider the emotion of the moment. She thought he was dead and now she finds him alive.

8. That’s it. That’s all we know

a) Not one shred of evidence that she had any kind of relationship with Jesus beyond what the other women had.


D. Was she the first apostle? Save this for later discussion.
E. Is she in The Last Supper?

1. Will have to save that for later. But for now, simply say that the Italian artists of the time were into painting men in a feminine ways for various reasons. But there are only 13 people in the painting – so if one is Mary, which apostle did he leave out?


III. was jesus married?

A. Historically beyond dispute?

1. “matter of historical record” 

a) “the royal bloodline of Jesus Christ has been chronicled in exhaustive detail by scores of historians.” (pg.253)

2. These are absurd, ridiculous statements.


B. Alleged Biblical evidence for the marriage of Jesus:

1. “Mary traveled with Jesus and was not connected to another man, which would have been highly unusual in Jewish culture; thus she must have been married to Jesus” 

a) Response:

(1) Many women traveled with Jesus (Mk 15.41; Lk 8.1-3)

(2) Not connected to Jesus either

(a) None of the passages links Mary exclusively with Jesus. If they had been married, why didn’t the writers simply link her with Jesus as they linked the others with the men in their lives?

(3) If Jesus had been married, there was plenty of opportunity for the Bible writers to say so.

(a) Gospels mention Jesus’ mother, brothers and sisters, so why not his wife? (Mt 12.46-47; 13.55-56)

(b) At the cross, Jesus showed concern for his mother, but said nothing of Mary Magdalene, who was likewise present (Jn 19.26-27)

(c) Paul in 1 Cor 9.5-6 had a perfect opportunity to speak of it

(i) Paul appealed to the wives of Peter and Barnabas and even Jesus’ brothers in order to prove the right to be supported in order to take care of your wife. Why didn’t he appeal to Jesus? This would have sealed his argument.


2. “Such a public display by the sinful woman of Lk 7.36f would be offensive to 1st Century Jews, unless she was Jesus’ wife”

a) No proof that Lk 7 was Mary, even if it was Jesus’ wife.

b) It was offensive to the host, Simon (Lk 7.39). If this was his wife, why would it be offensive? According to this very claim, it would not be offensive if it was his wife. But it was offensive.

c) Jesus often broke Jewish custom and did offensive things (Jn 4; Mt 12.1-2; 15.1-2,12, etc.)


3. “Silence of the Scriptures” “in order protect Mary from persecution.”
a) Arguments from silence prove nothing – except that the scriptures are silent about Jesus and Mary being married.

b) The scriptures never tried to protect anyone else from persecution. Why not hide the identity of Jesus’ mother to protect her? 


C. Early Church Fathers -- Testify to the same as the four gospels – no evidence


D. Gnostic gospels

1. The Gospel of Philip – Jesus kissing Mary (Philip 63:32-64.10):
a) “And the companion of the […] Mary Magdalene [loved] her more than [all] the disciples [and used to] kiss her [often] on her […].” 

(1) Brackets indicate broken and missing sections in the manuscript; But can fill in most of the blanks pretty easily

b) Two key and disputed questions:

(1) Where did Jesus kiss Mary: On the forehead, cheek or mouth?

(2) Second question concerns the term “companion”. Brown claims it means “wife”.

(a) But the word is Greek koinonos = “partners” (Lk 5.10 – James and John with Simon and Andrew; 2 Cor 8.23 – Titus a “partner” with Paul); “partakers”; “fellowship”, “sharers”

(b) But it is not the usual word for wife, which is Gk. gyne
(c) Never used in the Bible for “wife” and not translated such as Philip
(d) Also, many scholars see this passage as using Mary symbolically for wisdom (like Prov 8), rather than as a literal event. In fact, the Gnostic writings in general are characterized by stories that were meant simply to symbolize a spiritual truth.


2. The Gospel of Mary Magdalene 17.10-18.21

a) In response to Peter’s complaint that Jesus appeared first to Mary, Levi states: “But if the Savior made her worthy, who are you indeed to reject her. Surely the Savior knows her very well. That is why He loved her more than us.”
(1) The implication is that Jesus knew her well enough to know if she was worthy. Claim is that this suggests a sexual relationship with Mary.

(2) But it says nothing of the sort. Makes no suggestion beyond, say, the kind of love he had for the apostle John (cf. Jn 11.5,36; 19.26; 20.2; 21.7,20). 


3. These two Gnostic Gospels dated much later than the NT:

a) Gospel of Philip: “no earlier than 350 AD”
b) Gospel of Mary Magdalene:  “The earliest fragments dated to the third century, and most scholars date it no earlier than 180-200 AD”
(1) Philip Jenkins, Professor of History and Religious Studies, Penn State University (Philip Jenkins, Hidden Gospels; Oxford Press, 2002, 69, 117.)

4. Even if these texts had been early and even if they had claimed what Brown, et al. say they claim about Jesus and Mary, shouldn’t we ask about their accuracy?

a) What confirmation do we have that these Gnostic texts are accurate?
b) Funny how when someone finds a later text that contradicts the Bible, it is the Bible that is wrong and the later text that is the truth. 


E. A single Jesus “un-Jewish”?

1. Brown is not the first to make such a claim.
2. While celibacy was generally frowned upon by the rabbis, there were many exceptions allowed:

a) E.g. Postponement of marriage was permitted students of the Law that they might concentrate their attention on their studies, free from the cares of support a wife…” (Rabbinic teachings; HI:JFCCE:2.119f)


b) E.g. The Essenes (and Qumran folks) were described by Josephus (Antiquites 18.1.5.20-21; Wars, 2.8.2.121-121), 1st century Jewish philosopher Philo (Hypothetica 11.14-17), and Pliny as being celibate.

(1) Josephus held the Essenes in high regard for their celibacy.


c) Prophets Jeremiah; John the Baptist; possibly Elijah; Apostle Paul (1 Cor 7.8-9)

(1) Even advised others to remain single due to the particular distress of the time (1 Cor 7.26-29)

3. Jesus himself taught that celibacy was a legitimate option for specially-devoted servants of God – Mt 19.10-12


4. Jesus did not follow culture anyway. Good reason to break the normal custom of marriage:

a) Itinerant lifestyle (“no place to lay his head”) and total devotion to God.

b) Would be killed at young age (cf. 1 Cor 7.26-29)

c) If had a child, men would argue about his divinity.


F. No reason to hide a marriage of Jesus and Mary

1. A married Jesus would not offend his claims to divinity:

a) Jesus did many human things and had fully human characteristics (hungered, thirsted, tired, wept, was tempted, etc.)

b) Marriage, sex and children were created in the minds of God


2. A married Jesus would not even have offended the Roman Catholic Church:

a) Proof: RCC veneration of Mary the mother of Jesus

(1) Brown maintains that the RCC and Christians in general have tried to destroy the very idea of the divine feminine, yet the RCC itself actually has a divine feminine – Mary, whom they do worship.

(2) If Jesus had been married, they would have gladly accepted his wife as the divine feminine. Thus, there was no reason to hide it.


IV. conclusion

A. In conclusion: 

1. There is no Biblical evidence that Mary had a special relationship with Jesus. She was simply one of many women who followed Jesus as one of his disciples.

2. There is no evidence from the Gnostic writings that Jesus and Mary were married or had a sexual relationship.

3. The evidence that Jesus was single right up to the time of his death is beyond historical dispute. 

4. Brown’s conspiracy theories have all the credibility of most conspiracy theories – which is to say, “None whatsoever” 

5. Next week we’ll finish by talking about the divinity of Jesus, the source and teachings of the Gnostic writings and how we got the NT.
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