The Da Vinci Code: Gnosticism renewed (I)


introduction

A. I want to take a two or three-week break from our series on Being Faithful in order to cover an issue that is greatly impacting the world right now.

1. What I am talking about is the mega best-seller book, The Da Vinci Code, by Dan Brown. This book has sold over 6 million copies, has remained the #1 Bestseller on the New York Times Best-Seller list for more than a year and half (now dropped to #2), is being translated into 40 languages, and is soon to be made into a major motion picture produced by Ron Howard. If you haven’t read it, you no doubt know someone who has. If you are informed, it could produce a good opportunity to witness to someone about the truth of Jesus Christ.

B. The Da Vinci Code is a fictional novel that is a real “page-turner”, difficult to put down. The theme is the search of the Holy Grail. Only the Holy Grail is not the cup of Christ, as traditional legend goes, but is the proof that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married. But there’s far more to it than that. 

1. They also produced a child whose descendants have remained to this day and are alive, having been hidden in France. That is the “Holy Grail” – the bloodline of Jesus. The evidence for all this was discovered under the ruins of Solomon’s Temple by the Knights Templar of the Crusades and has supposedly since been kept guarded by a secret organization of these Knights called the Priory of Sion who are keeping the secret from the world until the time is right to reveal it. 

2. In the mean time, the RCC supposedly has worked with all its authority and power to prevent this information from ever getting out, for it would totally change the face of Christianity. The church of the fourth century, under Emperor Constantine, not only attempted to destroy all evidence of the marriage of Jesus and Mary and their having a son, but also created the “myth” that Jesus was divine.

3. But there’s far, far more to the story than even all that. According to the book, before that time, women were not only equal in authority in the church, but actually the church was founded on the rock of Mary Magdalene, who is a goddess to be worshipped. So Jesus is human but Mary is divine and is worshipped.

4. Feminists love this book, for to find the Holy Grail is to restore this lost understanding of the “sacred feminine”, to give women the power and honor that the “patriarchal” (male dominated) church supposedly took from them and also to restore the supposedly ancient view of free and unrestricted sex (perhaps the real goal of the book). In order to do all this though, the Bible has to be completely discredited. 

5. As the story goes, this supposedly ancient secret society, the Priory of Sion, has guarded the Holy Grail – which consists of four trunks of ancient documents proving the true, original view of Christianity and which are stored in the hidden tomb of Mary Magdalene. The Grand Masters of the Priory of Sion included many famous men such as Isaac Newton and Leonardo Da Vinci. These men, many who were famous artists, while keeping the secret until the time is right, filled the world with clues of the sacred feminine – clues hidden in the architecture and artwork of old European Cathedrals, famous paintings and even in Disney movies such as Cinderella, Sleeping Beauty and The Little Mermaid.

6. Another main character of the story, Leigh Teabing, an Oxford Scholar of History, tells us how the true story of Christ is found in the Gnostic writings, such as the Nag Hammadi scrolls discovered in 1945. These writings, which you can check out at our local library and which are becoming popular now, include the Gnostic Gospels such as The Gospel of Mary Magdalene, the Gospel of Thomas, and The Gospel of Philip, etc. Supposedly these gospels tell of the marriage of Mary and Jesus, among many other things. 

7. The church (i.e. Roman Catholic Church) is using its incredible power, through intrigue and murder carried out by one of it ‘prelatures” (Opes Dei) to stifle this truth and prevent it from being revealed to the world.

8. All this is packaged into an exciting story line that is a combination of the Indiana Jones movies and the new movie “National Treasure” (which I believe was taken verbatim from this book, minus all the religious and distasteful stuff). 

C. The plot is that Christianity is a big lie – that its claims for the divinity of Jesus are a fabrication of the RCC for the purpose of covering up the true worship of the Divine Feminine and to give men the power to oppress women.

1. So, that’s the gist of this book. And while this book is fiction, with hardly a shred of truth in it anywhere, it is perhaps the most damaging book ever written. Ewin Lutzer of Moody Bible Church says, "I've never seen such a direct threat to Christianity". 

2. You might be wondering why I would bother to preach a series of lessons refuting the claims of a fictional novel. If you read the book, you might be saying, “It’s just fiction. Fantasy. No one puts credence into anything in the book”.

3. So let’s begin by asking…


II. Why bother examining this?

A. Supposed historical fact thinly veiled as fiction

1. To say, “It’s only fiction. Lighten up” is a very naïve response. Actually, if you open the book to its first page past the cover page, it says in large, bold print:

a) FACT:

(1) “The Priory of Sion – a European secret society founded in 1099 – is a real organization. In 1975 Paris’s Bibliotheque Nationale discovered parchments known as Les Dossiers Secrets, identifying numerous members of the Priory of Sion, including Sir Isaac Newton, Botticelli, Victor Hugo and Leonardo da Vinci”

(2) “The Vatican prelature known as Opus Dei is a deeply devout Catholic sect that has been the topic of recent controversy due to reports of brainwashing, coercion, and a dangerous practice known as ‘corporal mortification.’ Opus Dei has must completed construction of a $47 million National Headquarters at 243 Lexington Avenue in New York City.

(3) “All descriptions of artwork, architecture, documents, and secret rituals in this novel are accurate”

(a) That would include descriptions of NT documents and Gnostic documents.


2. In other words, the author claims that everything in the book is true except the story line and characters.

a) On an ABC News Special Jesus, Mary and Da Vinci aired Nov ‘03, Brown stated he was a believer in these things. On Good Morning America earlier the same day, he said if he had been asked to write a piece of nonfiction on this subject, he wouldn’t change a thing.

(1) To lend his claims greater credibility, he claimed on national prime time TV that he was originally a skeptic about such things and set out to disprove it all but ending up proving it to himself.

(2) On NBC’s Today Show, when asked how much was true, he stated: “Absolutely all of it. Obviously, Robert Langdon is fictional, but all of the art, architecture, secret rituals, secret societies -- all of that is historical fact”.

3. The book is written in such a way that to the uninformed, it has the ring of truth to it. It all sounds so plausible (that, actually, is the mark of a good fiction piece). There’s just enough truth put into the book to give it a semblance of reality.

a) E.g. He includes a tremendous amount of detail about places like the Louvre Museum in Paris and various cathedrals and other settings, making it appear that he has really done his research. Thus, many readers assume all the historical and other supplemental detail is true.


4. Fooled even major book reviewers:

a) New York Daily News: “his research is impeccable.”

b) Publisher’s Weekly: “an exhaustively researched page-turner.”

c) Best-selling author Nelson Demille called it “pure genius”

d) USA Today, "Code' s popularity shows that 'readers are clamoring for books which combine historic fact with a contemporary story line,'

e) Chicago Tribune: "A thundering, tantalizing, extremely smart fun ride…transmitting several doctorates' worth of fascinating history and learned speculation…brain candy of the highest quality”


5. The author puts most of the claims discrediting the Bible and Christianity in the mouth the fictional Oxford historian, Leigh Teabing (whose name, btw, is an anagram based on the names of the authors of the 1984 book, Holy Blood, Holy Grail, by Baigent and Leigh). Putting all the historical info, which is supposed to be true, into the mouth of a highly respected historian, even if he is fictional, gives it all the more credibility.


B. An attempt to rewrite history, discredit the Bible and destroy our faith in Christianity.

1. As I read this book, I grew angry not only because some of it was downright blasphemous, but because it is a blatant attempt to completely discredit the Bible and to rewrite history in order destroy our faith in the Bible and our understanding of Christianity.


C. Popularizing Gnosticism

1. There’s a much more important reason for spending time on this than simply because it claims to be true and will fool some people. What this novel is doing is popularizing the ancient views of Gnosticism. 

a) Brown’s intent: “One of the aspects that I try very hard to incorporate in my books is that of learning. When you finish the book, like it or not, you’ve learned a ton”

2. Just what you’ve “learned” we’ll examine in the next week or two, but basically it not only calls into question almost everything you ever believed as a Christian, this book takes the more pseudo-scholarly works on Gnosticism and recasts them for a wider audience

a) E.g. works of such folks as the Jesus Seminar people and certain Gnositc “scholars” such as Elaine Pagels, who are attempting from a pseudo-scholarly basis to do what Brown is attempting to do on a popular level – to make the Gnostic writings the true, authentic view of pure Christianity.

b) Thanks to Brown’s book Beyond Belief: The Secret Gospel of Thomas,  by Elaine Pagels, spent 13 weeks on the New York Times bestseller list.

3. So, by examining this book, we will also be examining Gnosticism which is fast becoming a central part of the new, post-modern spirituality of our time. The New Age movement has evolved more into a Gnostic movement today. We need to be able to recognize it and refute it (1 Thes 5.21; 1 Pet 3.15; 1 Jn 4.1)


D. Because it is having a great impact!

1. If you don’t think it is having a affect, listen to the radio program I did recently. My opponent on the program was taking verbatim the views of The DaVinci Code, trying to claim that the Gnostic Gospels were the true source of the historical Jesus. He wrote a Guest Opinion in our paper doing the same.

2. Sales of the earlier conspiracy book upon which The Da Vinci Code is based -- Holy Blood, Holy Grail (meant to be a serious, true book) -- have doubled

3. But not only are many non-believers given reason to reject the Bible and find a spirituality that will fit a self-indulgent lifestyle, but many believers have come to question their faith because of this novel.

4. “…great works of fiction have been known to cause massive social upheaval; if you doubt that, I have three words for you: Uncle Tom's Cabin.” (J. P. Holding)


III. claims and quotes from the book:

A. The main claims

1. Mary Magdalene and Jesus were married and had a child. 

a) Mary was pregnant at the time of Jesus’ death. For the safety of the unborn child, she fled to France (Gaul), finding refuge in a Jewish community. Gave birth to a daughter, naming her Sarah. The Jews then chronicled the succeeding generations. Sarah’s descendent married into French royalty and can be traced today to the Merovingians.

2. The church is built on the rock of Mary Magdalene, who was the first apostle

3. There are over 80 Gnostic Gospels and these are the earlier, true reports of Christ and the true Christianity

4. Emperor Constantine invented the divinity of Jesus at the Council of Nicea in 325 A.D.

5. The Church covered all this up

6. The NT, especially the Gospels, were mere fabrications of men and there was no definitive list of inspired books until the Council of Nicea in 325.

7. Constantine gathered up and burned all true gospels – except for those that survived and make up the Holy Grail and those of the Nag Hammadi discovered in 1945.

8. The story of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus was borrowed from the mythical story of the sun-god Mithras.

9. The purpose of this vast conspiracy was to destroy the true faith in the Sacred and Divine feminine and form an oppressive patriarchal society to put down women.

10. The early Christians and even the Jews practiced ritualistic sex rites and were pagan.

11. The Priory of Sion has preserved and guarded the truth for over 1000 years and includes such men as Da Vinci, who painted clues of the Sacred Feminine in his paintings

a) In The Last Supper, Mary Magdalene is to the right of Jesus, in the character normally interpreted to be John


B. Quotes – mostly from historian Teabing in chapters 55, 58 and 60:

1. Before we examine all these claims, what I wish to do for the rest of the time this morning is read you some quotes from the book so that you will see that those who are concerned are not exaggerating the claims of this book. For a few of these quotes I will provide a brief response this morning, but we will hold off our in-depth examination of these wild claims for next week. At that time we will take a look at the real facts of history, of the Bible and of how we got the Bible. I think you will see from this sampling of quotes just how relentlessly the author of the book pursues his agenda of destroying faith in Christianity and the Bible.


2. “The Bible is the product of man, my dear. Not of God. The Bible did not fall magically from the clouds. Man created it as a historical record of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through countless translations, additions, and revisions. History has never had a definitive version of the book.” (pg. 231)


3.  “…Jesus as a married man makes infinitely more sense than our standard biblical view of Jesus as a bachelor…Because Jesus was a Jew…the social decorum during that time virtually forbid a Jewish man to be unmarried. According to Jewish custom, celibacy was condemned, and the obligation for a Jewish father was to find a suitable wife for his son. If Jesus were not married, at least one of the Bible’s gospels would have mentioned it and offered some explanation for His unnatural state of bachelorhood.” (pg.245)

a) We’ll examine this charge next week.


4. “Jesus Christ was a historical figure of staggering influence, perhaps the most enigmatic and inspirational leader the world has ever seen….Understandably, His life was recorded by thousands of followers across the land….More than eighty gospels were considered for the New Testament, and yet only a relative few were chosen for inclusion – Matthew, Mark, Luke and John among them…The Bible, as we know it today, was collated by the pagan Roman emperor Constantine the Great.” (pg.231)


5. Constantine, fused “pagan symbols, dates, and rituals into the growing Christian tradition, he created a kind of hybrid religion that was acceptable to both parties” (pg.323)


6. “Nothing in Christianity is original. The pre-Christian God Mithras – called the Son of God and the Light of the World – was born on December 25, died, was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected in three days….the newborn Krishna was presented with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Even Christianity’s weekly holy day was stolen from the pagans”

a) Mithraic scholar Richard Gordon: “Not surprisingly, scholars of Mithraism know nothing of any of this.” 


b) “He was called the Son of God and the Light of the World.”

(1) “This is simply false. I have previously surveyed Mithraic studies literature and neither of these titles is noted by Mithraic scholars.”


c)  “He died and was buried in a rock tomb, and then resurrected in three days.”

(1) There is “no death of Mithras” and thus no tomb or resurrection. (Richard Gordon, Image and Value in the Greco-Roman World; Variorum, 1996; pg. 96)


7. The Church (Christianity) “could never have survived public knowledge of a bloodline. A child of Jesus would undermine the critical notion of Christ’s divinity and therefore the Christian Church…” (pg.254)

a) We’ll look at the supposed evidence for Jesus being married next week, but suffice it to say for now, that had he been married and had a child, it would not have necessarily affected his deity. It was God who created the idea of marriage, sex and children. 


8. “Originally, Christianity honored the Jewish Sabbath of Saturday, but Constantine shifted it to coincide with the pagan’s veneration day of the sun. To this day, most churchgoers attend services on Sunday morning with no idea that they are there on account of the pagan sun god’s weekly tribute, Sun-day” (232-233)

a) Another statement that is totally false, as most of you know. The NT teaches that Jesus was raised on the 1st day of the week and that the Christians gathered on the 1st day of every week to celebrate that by eating the Lord’s supper. This is borne out by unanimous testimony of the 1st and 2nd Century Christian writers – 200 years before Constantine.


9.  “At [the Council of Nicea]….many aspects of Christianity were debated and voted upon – the date of Easter, the role of the bishops, the administration of sacraments, and, of course, the divinity of Jesus….until that moment in history, Jesus was viewed by His followers as a mortal prophet…a great and powerful man, but a man nonetheless. A mortal.” (pg.233). Goes on to say the vote was “relatively close” and  that this was all done to establish an exclusive and unchallengeable power base for the Roman Catholic Church by having it’s main figure (Jesus) being divine.

a) Response

(1) This is a half-truth: The Council of Nicea did debate the Arian heresy that Jesus was not divine by nature, but was created in ages past by God.

(2) Constantine was sympathetic to the Arians, not to the “divinity” of Jesus.

(3) They voted, but Jesus’ divinity won 316 to 2!

(4) However, the divinity of Jesus was a central teaching of the NT a full two and half centuries before the Council of Nicea.


10.  “The twist is this…Because Constantine upgraded Jesus’ status almost four centuries after  Jesus’ death, thousands of documents already existed chronicling His life as a mortal man. To rewrite the history books, Constantine knew he would need a bold stroke. From this sprang the most profound moment in Christian history….Constantine commissioned and financed a new Bible which omitted those gospels that spoke of Christ’s human traits and embellished those gospels that made Him godlike. The earlier gospels were outlawed, gathered up, and burned” (pg.234)

a) Truth:

(1) Constantine lived three centuries after Jesus, not four.

(2) There were only dozens, not “thousands”, of documents.

(3) They all came later, after the NT was written


11. “Fortunately for historians…some of the gospels that Constantine attempted to eradicate managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave near Qumran in the Judean desert” (pg.234) 

a) Totally wrong in three ways:

(1) Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1947, not the 1950s – Can’t even get a simple date correct.

(2) They did not contain any gospels, nor any other NT books or any books related to Christianity, though they do contain a number of OT books.

(3) Constantine never attempted to eradicate any Bible documents.


12. “The [Dead Sea and Nag Hammadi] scrolls highlight glaring historical discrepancies and fabrications, clearly confirming that the modern Bible was compiled and edited by men who possessed a political agenda – to promote the divinity of the man Jesus Christ and use His influence to solidify their own power base.” (234)


13.  “The early Jewish tradition involved ritualistic sex. In the Temple, no less. Early Jews believed that the Holy of Holies in Solomon’s Temple housed not only God but also His powerful female equal, Shekinah” (309)


14.  “The Jewish tetragrammaton YHWH – the sacred name of God – in fact derived from Jehovah, an androgynous physical union between the masculine Jav and the pre-Hebraic name for Eve, Havah” (309)

a) Actually the term “Jehovah” came much, much later – in the 16th century A.D., derived from adding the vowels of “Adonai” (Lord) to YHWH. 


15.  “Almost everything our fathers taught us about Christ is false” (235)


C. Many other historical errors and falsehoods:

1. Priory of Sion est. in 1099 to protect the Holy Grail

a) Truth: Priory of Sion was a hoax, est. by anti-Semitic con-man named Pierre Plantard and his three friends in 1954; dissolved in 1957. The “dossiers” were created by Plantard in 1960s and ‘70s as part of a scam. He admitted in court they were forgeries.

2. The ancient Olympics occurred on an 8-year cycle to honor Venus

a) Truth: 4-year cycle to honor Zeus

3. 5 million women were burned as witches by the RCC during the Middle Ages. 

a) The truth is about 30,000 people (not all women) were burned or executed or imprisoned as witches, but mostly by the governments, rather than by the RCC.


IV. conclusion

A. Next week I want to begin to actually examine the main claims. We’ll look at such questions as:

1. Who was Mary Magdalene?

2. Is there any evidence Jesus had a relationship with her or was married?

3. What are the Gnostic gospels and were they an alternative Christianity at the time?

4. How did we get the Bible? Has it been perverted by changes and translations and transmission?

5. Was the early church patriarchal and bigoted?

6. The New Spirituality.

a) I think it is important to be informed about what the world is thinking. As dangerous and damaging as this book is, it can provide us with an opportunity to witness to the truth of the scriptures. I think we would be remiss to neglect any such opportunity.
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